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Dear Villagers…   
Summer is a-coming-in, and we have a busy June coming up in Shutford! 
Firstly we have the Queen's Platinum Jubilee celebrations. The beacon 
on Jester's Hill will be lit on Thursday 2nd June at 8pm, and there will 
be food and refreshments available - email Helenn.shutfordpc@
gmail.com if you can come so she can get some idea of numbers. We 
also have a great article from the archives on page 16 on how we got 
the Shutford beacon, thanks to Margaret Holloway for her research. 

Why not bake a Jubilee tart to share? This fabulous recipe has 
been created in honour of the Queen, and is on page 7. For the less 
energetic, we are having a Village Picnic on the Dairy Ground on 
Sunday 5th June from 12.30. All the details are on pages 6 and 7. 

Secondly, the return of the sadly missed Shutford Festival on Saturday 
18th June! This will be bigger and better than last year's Get Together 
with stalls, food, and a beer tent and bands in the evening. Check out 
page 9 for more details.
This wouldn't be a village magazine if there wasn't a complaint about 
dog poo - please clear dog mess off the footpaths on the fields and 
around the allotments. There's free bags available if you're caught 
short, or use a stick and push it into the hedgerow so it doesn't get 
trodden in.
Keep sending in your photos and stories - weddings, new babies, 
special birthdays and anniversaries are all very welcome. I’m a 
sucker for a puppy or a kitten so send those in too ;-) 
Remember to keep up with all the village news - simply sign up 
to our newsletter by visiting www.shutfordvillage.com and 
completing the on-line sign-up form. 

Angela
Angela Bliss, Editor       
Email: shutfordvillagenews@gmail.com
Thanks to Sandie Long for the cover photo.

Have you something to celebrate?  
Thinking of holding a party?  

Check out www.shutfordvillage.com  to look at the various facilities 
that the hall has to offer including fully fitted kitchen, children’s tables 

and chairs, table cloths, cutlery, crockery & glasses for 60 people. 
There is an audio system including roving microphone, big screen, 

projector and internet access.
Have you or do you know anyone who wants to start a class or hold a 

workshop?  Classes previously held were very well attended.  
What ever you have in mind, we would love to hear from you.  

Please contact us at shutfordvhc@gmail.com  

   “Lots of us enjoyed a brilliant Race Night and raffle to raise money for the new play equipment. Great fun and great food, washed down with the wine that we all brought. We  even raised over £1400!” HNF

The village hall has missed you!

Hourly rental from only £4 for Shutford Residents

 “Brilliant celebrations for my 
70th with 45 friends and 

relatives.  We even managed 
to cook a meal in the hall 
kitchen for everyone.” DP

 “I have always enjoyed the Sunday breakfasts in the Village Hall.  Cooked brilliantly and to order. Good company, good value and great food.” CB

“The Village Hall has 
great natural light, which is 

wonderful for the art classes.  
It’s an ideal environment for 

learning and tuition.” GF

HALF PRICE RENTAL  EXTENDED!
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VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD
Please check the website for updates on village activities 
restarting or sign up to the village newsletter by visiting  

www.shutfordvillage.com

Shutford Village Hall 100+ Club Results
APRIL RESULTS:
First Prize   £35.00 Lorraine Wakelin 
Second Prize  £15.00       Anne Pritchard
Third Prize     £10.00      Martin Norrington  

MAY RESULTS:
First Prize  £35.00  Alison Newport  
Second Prize £15.00  George Reynolds
Third Prize £10.00  Claire Freeman

The next Prize Draw will take place on 9th June

WELCOME TO...
Our new pub landlord! Richard Doxford has taken over the 
George and Dragon. He is a retired teacher and university lecturer, 
and taught mechanical engineering. He has a daughter and two 
dogs, and moved to Shutford because of the village pub, and 
because of the lovely walks for the dogs. He lists his hobbies as 
vintage motorbikes, caving, art, and brewing and cider-making,   
       which I'm sure will come in handy in the future!

 Congratulations!
     Ellie Norrington and 

Joel Berry were married 
on 7th May at St Martin's 
Church with the reception at 
Hadsham Farm. 

VILLAGE HALL OPENING OFFER  

EXTENDED TILL 31st MARCH 2023

Banbury Hill, Shutford, Banbury OX15 6PE | shutfordVHC@gmail.com | www.shutfordvillage.com | Charity No. 304364

The Hall is now open for bookings, subject to the current Covid 
guidance.  We would like to welcome you back to a Covid secure 

premises. The committee would like to offer  
Shutford Residents a discount until 31st March 2023.   

Hire charges will be reduced to HALF the normal price.

Rate Residents Non-residents
Regular Hourly £8.00 (£4.00 until 31 March 2023) £10.00 
One-off hourly £12.00 (£6.00 until 31 March 2023) £14.00 
4 hour sessions £30.00 (£15.00 until 31 March 2023) £50.00 
Full day (9-5 pm) £60.00 (£30.00 until 31 March 2023) £100.00 
Full use of Kitchen £5.00 £5.00 

Please contact us at shutfordvhc@gmail.com

THERE IS A VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR  
See page 27 for more information
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BEACON LIGHTING
THURSDAY 2 JUNE 2022, JESTER’S HILL

• Meet at the end of Church Lane at 8pm to walk to Jester’s Hill, 
or park at Upper Lea Farm

• Drinks and light refreshments available - why not volunteer to 
make a Jubilee Tart?

• Entertainment for children and a brass band
• Torch-lit walk back to Shutford - bring a torch & warm clothes

No dogs are permitted as there will be young lambs in the 
fields at Upper Lea Farm.

RECIPE FOR JUBILEE TART (serves 10)
Ingredients representing all 4 nations of the UK

VILLAGE PICNIC
SUNDAY 5 JUNE 2022, 

DAIRYGROUND
Bring your own picnic, rug, 

table & chairs, and drinks to the 
Dairyground from 12.30pm on 

Sunday 5 June.

Email Helenn.shutfordpc@gmail.com if you are  
planning to come, and if you can donate a tart

Pastry
• 140 g (5 oz) plain flour
• 35 g (1 ¼ oz) margarine
• 35 g (1 ¼ oz) vegetable fat
• About 1 ½ tablespoons cold water
• Or use ready-made shortcrust pastry
You will need:
• 20 cm (8”) loose-bottom flan tin
• Baking beans

1. To make pastry - place flour in bowl add the fats and rub in lightly with fingertips 
until mixture resembles fine breadcrumbs. Add enough cold water to bind to a soft 
dough, knead briefly and shape into a ball. Wrap and chill for 30 minutes.
2. Roll out the pastry and use to line the flan tin. Prick the bottom of the pastry with a 
fork. Line pastry shell with foil and fill with baking beans. Place tin on a heated baking 
tray and bake in preheated oven at 200°C Fan (Gas 7) for 10 minutes, remove foil and 
baking beans, return to the oven for a further 10 minutes.
3. Reduce oven temperature to 160°C Fan (Gas 4)
4. Scrub potatoes and place in a pan of lightly salted boiling water to cook for 15 
minutes. Drain and allow to cool before removing the skin and then slicing thinly.
5. Finely chop leek. Heat a little butter or oil in a small frying pan, add chopped leek 
to the pan and cook over a low to moderate heat, stirring occasionally, for about 10 
minutes until soft but not coloured - allow to cool.
6. Mix together cream, beaten eggs, chopped parsley and plenty of ground black 
pepper. Layer filling in pastry case; spread smoked salmon over base of tart followed 
by cooked leek and then 50 g (2 oz) grated cheese (keeping remaining 20g (¾ oz) to 
sprinkle on top). Top with thinly sliced cooked potatoes. Sprinkle remaining grated 
cheese over the top then gently pour cream and egg mixture in to the tart.
7. Bake in oven for 30 - 35 minutes until filling is set and golden. Serve cold.
NB These quantities also make 18 small tarts using 8cm (3 ¼”) plain round 
cutter and lining patty tins. When making small tarts there is no need to blind 
bake the cases first. Bake small tarts at 160°C Fan (Gas 4) for about 30 minutes 
until filling is set and golden.

Filling
• 100 g (4 oz) Smoked salmon 

(trimmings or chopped small)
• 50 g (2 oz) leek
• 100g (4 oz) cooked potatoes
• 70g (2 ¾ oz) Cheddar cheese (grated)
• 200 ml (7 fl oz) single cream
• 2 large eggs (beaten)
• 1 tablespoon fresh chopped parsley
• Black pepper
• Butter or oil
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VILLAGE DIARY
JUNE

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
1

Arty Crafty 
Group 7.00

2
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45
Beacon lighting 

8.00

3
Brown & blue 
bin collection

4
Painting 9.30

5
Jubilee picnic 

12.30

6
Yoga 9.00 

7
WI 10.00

Table Tennis 
6.30 & 7.30

8 9
100 Club draw

Pilates 
6.30 & 7.45

10
Green bin

11 12

13
Yoga 9.00

14
Table Tennis 

6.30 & 7.30

15
Festival 

collection 6.00

16
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45

17
Brown & blue 
bin collection

18
Shutford 
Festival

19

20
Yoga 9.00

21
Table Tennis 

6.30 & 7.30

22
Arty Crafty 
Group 7.00

23
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45

24
Green bin

25 26
Breakfast 9.30

27
Yoga 9.00

28
Table Tennis 

6.30 & 7.30

29 30

JULY
MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN

1
Brown & blue 
bin collection

2
Painting 9.30

3

4
Yoga 9.00

5
WI 10.00

Table Tennis 
6.30 & 7.30

6
Arty Crafty 
Group 7.00

7
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45

8
Green bin

9 10

11
Yoga 9.00

Village Hall 
AGM 7.00

12
Table Tennis 

6.30 & 7.30

13
PCC Meeting 

2.00
Parish Council 

7.30

14
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45

15
Brown & blue 
bin collection

16 17

18
Yoga 9.00

19
Table Tennis 

6.30 & 7.30

20
Arty Crafty 
Group 7.00

21
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45

22
Green bin

23 24

25
Yoga 9.00

26
Table Tennis 

6.30 & 7.30

27 28
Pilates 

6.30 & 7.45

29
Brown & blue 
bin collection

30 31
Breakfast 9.30

Manor Field Saturday 18 June
1pm-5pm Free Afternoon Activities:

Dog Show, Dancing Display, Raffle, Children’s 
Games, Bar, Burgers, Ice cream, Book Stall, 

Tombola, Toy Stall, Wine & Water and lots more!
Fancy Dress Competition, with prizes:

Make & wear your own ‘Royal Ascot Hat’ (in 
purple, red and gold -  the Queen’s racing colours) 

and/or a fancy facemask

6pm Gates open for evening  
(£7, under 12 free): 

Live bands from 6.30pm-10.30pm
Bar, burgers or bring your own picnic



10 11

The Shutford Book Review 
SUMMERWATER BY SARAH MOSS
Evoking for some of us memories of holidays past, 
Summerwater is set on a single day in a remote 
Scottish cabin park, where the relentless rain mainly 
confines the inhabitants indoors. With no Wi-Fi or 
phone signal, they have little to do but watch each 
other from their windows and reflect. As we get an 
insight into their desires and frustrations, there are 
hints that something darker is about to happen – a 
teenage boy goes kayaking in the storm, a woman 
runs against her doctor’s advice, a young child 
dares another, a stranger lurks in the wood. As night falls, tensions and 
resentments start to rise, building to perhaps an unexpected end.  
A contemplative novel, that skilfully captures the complexities of family 
life, intertwined with moments of dark humour and vivid descriptions of 
the natural world. We gave it 4/5.

HAMNET BY MAGGIE O'FARRELL
This book won the Women's Prize for Fiction in 2020 and it is easy 
to see why.  Her story is set around Stratford-upon-Avon when 
Shakespeare was growing up and, though the playwright is not named, 
it describes the town and his life there with astonishing clarity.  Hamnet 
is his only son, a twin, whose life ends sadly with such exquisite detail 
that the reader cannot avoid a tear.  As most of us probably know 
many of the streets  we can follow young Hamnet's walk to school, his 
visits to friends and neighbours, his playtime with words evoking the 

sights, sounds and smells which made up his world.  
O'Farrell's research allows us to be there.
In the second part the book moves on to London and 
Shakespeare's success there culminating in 'Hamlet', 
named for the lost boy who thus will never die.
We all liked the book and gave a score of 4-5. 

NEXT ON THE READING LIST:
• No-one is Asking About This  
   by Patricia Lockwood 
• The Glass Room by Simon Mawer

WE NEED PHOTOS FOR THE  

SHUTFORD CALENDAR 2023!

Please keep sending in your photos for next year's  
Shutford calendar! 

This amazing bumble bee was taken by Dawn Gibbs, and below, 
we have a birdbrained robin building a nest in the well at 

Farmington Farm! Thanks to Kathleen Leeson for this fab photo.
Email your pictures to shutfordvillagenews@gmail.com
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Our speaker in April was Patrick Baddeley who told us about his 
1500 mile walk across India. This was a very personal account of 
his solo walk with an Indian support driver and the people they 
encountered on the way.

At the end of April, eight of our members joined those from three 
other local WIs in Hornton when, after a hot supper and pudding, 
Baroness Christine Crawley talked about her experiences as an MEP 
and a Peer in the House of Lords. 

May was our  Resolutions Meeting when members discussed the 
Resolution to be debated at the Annual Meeting in Liverpool.  This 
year the subject was the under-identified occurrence of ASD & ADHD 
in girls and calls for more research and awareness of this problem.  
Our vote will be taken to the AM by our delegate from Cropredy WI.

Visitors will be made very welcome at any of our forthcoming 
meetings, held in Shutford Village Hall on the following Tuesdays at 
10am, when our future speakers will be:

• June 7th  
Marcus Ferrar – A Foot in Both Camps

• July 5th  
Carole Humphris – Banbury Talking 
Newspaper

• August 2nd  
Summer Social

For further information on our WI, 
please contact Geraldine on 780579  
or Jenny on 780570  

SHUTFORD WI

ST MARTIN’S CHURCH, SHUTFORD 
Illuminate & Celebrate

Date Name Occasion 
23rd March Tony & Jenny Ingham   Wedding Anniversary 

27th March Anon Mothering Sunday

10th April Alex & Renata Newton Violet's Baptism

23rd April The George & Dragon St George's Day 

22nd May  Gaetano &  Aurelia's Baptism 
 Amy Braidotti   

26th May   Anon Tim Rootes Birthday

28th May Clare McEwan Seb & Flora’s Wedding Day

30th May   Jeffs Family Ken's Birthday 

2nd/3rd June  Anon HM The Queen  
  Platinum Jubilee   

4th June    Jake Blackwell  Wedding Day 
 & Sarah Morris 

19th June     Clare McEwan  in memory of Peter

 

The church tower is illuminated each Sunday  
and on other days without publicity.

If you have a special celebration, a birthday, an anniversary or 
someone you wish to remember, please contact Ken Jeffs at  

KJJ@kennyjohn.co.uk to arrange to illuminate the church tower.
Donations of £10 per occasion, for church funds, are welcome.

Below is a list of recent occasions remembered:
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News from Thistle Hill...
Spring has certainly sprung, as has this new arrival on 
Thistle Hill. 
We have been fortunate in having had mild weather and 
sunny days which has made allotment work a pleasant 

and sociable experience. There are often quite a few of us working on the 
allotments and it is great to be able to share ideas and ask for advice.
We are relative novices as this is only our second year of having an 
allotment, which is shared by four of us. Having four helps to share the 
workload when it comes to digging and sowing. We can also share our 
produce so we shouldn’t have too many vegetable gluts. As novices we 
have been asking lots of questions and have watched what others have 
been doing. Ken’s allotment is on one side and Lorraine’s on the other, so 
we often ask, ‘What has Ken done?’ or ‘How has Lorraine achieved that?’
Last year we only dug smallish sections so as not to give ourselves too big a 
challenge. This year we have been much more ambitious and have dug over 

the whole plot to give ourselves more space for produce. Bill Richardson 
has been hugely helpful in doing lots of rotavating for us, and for others. He 
says that he enjoys it!
We have also put in posts so that we can cover plants with netting more 
easily. A lesson from last year is that sprouts, cabbages, broccoli, and more, 
does need protection from insects. We have tried to tame our raspberry 
canes and have also created a raised bed for herbs from some old planters. 
Following a team trip to the National Herb Centre (followed by lunch at 
the Falcon) we now have an assortment including chives, sage, thyme, 
rosemary, mint and tarragon.
We planted some white onion sets and garlic in the Autumn and these are 
now looking promising, although we have added some red onions more 
recently. Like most of the others, our potatoes have now been planted, 
following advice that this should be done around Easter. Broad beans, 
sweet peas and peas, which were growing at home in the cold frame and 
have now been planted out. We have also sown some carrots (under a 
fleece), beetroot, parsnips, spinach and chard. There is no sign of life 
from any of the seeds yet, but I guess we just need to be patient. We have 
learned that allotmenting includes trial and error.
We also learned from last year that we shouldn’t rush to plant everything 
too early. Some things are best left till the end of May. Between us we are 
nurturing seedlings at home for planting out in a few weeks’ time. We 
have French beans, Brussels sprouts, 
courgettes, savoy cabbages, pumpkins 
and sweet corn. Salad crops such as 
lettuce, tomatoes and cucumbers will 
mainly be grown at home.
The rhubarb that was planted last 
year has come back, as have the 
strawberries. Our tamed raspberry 
canes are looking a lot less tame.
Now we could do with some rain 
to give everything a good start, but 
with more sunny days as well. We 
are looking forward to reaping the 
rewards from our hard work.
Chris, Helen, Stephen and Cathy
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SHUTFORD BEACON

May 1996 The post for the Beacon will be installed in the near 
future and the Beacon itself will then be installed.  It was decided to 
find a separate location for the Shield in the Village.
September 1996 The post has been erected on Jesters Hill and 
discussions are to be held about the height and fixing of the Basket.
January 1997  The Beacon will be installed by the time you are 
reading this.
April 1997 The Beacon is now in place and requires some painting.  
The Commemorative Shield requires a site and some thought will be 
given to this. 
(The first Easter Egg Roll took place from the Beacon on Easter 
Monday.)
November 1997 A quote is to be obtained for signwriting the Shield 
and then it will be placed on Jame Corner.
March 1998 The Royal British Legion will be asked to approve the 
wording for the Shield before any further action.
April 1998 The Royal British Legion have recommended the 
wording for the Shield and have requested that it be placed at the 
Beacon site.
July 1998 A price of £62 + VAT has been received from Dixon Signs 
for painting and writing on the Shield.  Approval was given for this to 
go ahead.
September 1998 The Shield is awaiting collection and will then be 
placed on or near the Beacon.
November 1998 The Shield is now ready for fitting.
January 1999 The Shield will be fitted when weather permits.
May 1999  The Shield has been painted and will be put up during 
half term week.
NEW YEARS EVE 1999
Shutford Beacon on Jesters Hill was lit at 8.30 pm by a small group of 
villagers and formed part of the chain of beacons lit all over Britain 
to celebrate the arrival of the year 2000.
This was the first lighting of the Beacon since it was installed in 
1997.

From the Archives...

The following are notes 
taken from Parish Council 
minutes as reported in the 
Shutford News. The late 
Ken King who was on the 
Parish Council at that 
time was the driving force 
and main organiser.  The 
late Lionel Gibbs made 
the Basket and Shield.

July 1995 It was proposed and seconded to build a Beacon on 
Jesters Hill using the VE/VJ Days Grant. 
(This year was the 50th Anniversary of VE/VJ Days)
January 1996 The Beacon has been ordered – costings for a 
metal post were presented and a quote for a wooden post  is to be 
obtained.
March 1996 British Telecom have offered to install a pole on Jesters 
Hill for the Beacon providing free access is obtainable and suitable 
for the heavy vehicle required.  Peter Colegrave (then owner of the 
land) is to be approached regarding this.
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The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th July 2022 at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.04pm

22/025
22/025/1 
 
 

22/025/2 
 
 

22/025/3

Finance:
Year End Accounts - The bank statements for April with the year-end 
balance had only been received by the clerk on the day of the meeting so 
the accounts had not been completed and could not be agreed. But will be 
circulated within a week and given to the internal auditor.
Annual Governance and Accountability Return – Where the higher 
of gross income or gross expenditure is less that £25,000 a local council 
may certify themselves as exempt from external audit. It was RESOLVED 
unanimously to certify exemption from external audit.
Bank Mandate Changes – It was agreed that Cllr Stephen Barnes would 
be added as a signatory to the Bank Mandate and the clerk would be given 
online access to view and print bank statements.

22/025
22/025/1
 

Correspondence:
The Old Manor House – A resident had contacted the council 
expressing concern that land at the Old Manor House might be sold for 
development. It would agreed that Cllr George Reynolds would discuss 
this with the resident who sent the letter.

22/026
22/026/1
22/026/2 

22/026/3 

22/026/4 

22/026/5 

22/026/6

Planning: 
21/02175/LB – Bailiffes Cottage – CDC granted permission
22/01057/LB – Oak Tree Barn – Replace windows and doors – Parish 
Council no objections
22/01276/F – 4 Barton Cottages – Removal of condition 2 – Parish 
Council to agree response
22/01280/F – Barton Hill House – Removal of condition 9 – Parish 
Council to agree response
Development of 49 houses in Shenington – Parish council will oppose 
this on the basis that it will increase traffic through Shutford and make it 
more difficult to visit the Doctors Surgery
Slatters Barn – It has been noticed that some shepherd huts have been 
parked there and it was agreed that the clerk would check with Cherwell 
District Council whether a planning application is required.

22/027
22/027/1

Any Other Business:
Sign at top of Malthouse Lane – It was agreed that the clerk would 
report to OCC Highways that the sign at the top of Malthouse Lane 
advising unsuitable for lorries has been damaged/ removed.

Shutford Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 11th May 2022 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs: Helen Nixseaman (Chair), Ashley Taylor, George Reynolds, Stephen 
Barnes, Paul Huewen and David Best, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. One 
member of the public attended the meeting.

22/019 Apologies for Absence: Cllr, Chris Hall
22/020 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman – Following the uncontested 

election on 5th May, Cllr Helen Nixseaman was re-elected as Chairman 
proposed by Cllr George Reynolds and seconded by Cllr Ashley Taylor. 
Cllr Stephen Barnes was elected Vice Chairman proposed by Cllr Helen 
Nixseaman and seconded by Cllr George Reynolds. All Councillors signed 
a Declaration of Acceptance of Office and will complete a Register of 
Members’ Interests and a Declaration of Election Expenses.

22/021 Declarations of Interest: None
22/022 Minutes of the last meeting: It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the 

meeting held on 9th March 2022 were a correct record (unanimous) and 
signed by the Chairman.

22/023 Matters arising from the minutes: 
The action list had not been circulated and was not reviewed.

22/024
22/024/1 
 
 

22/024/2 
 
 
 

22/024/3 
 

22/024/4 
 
 

22/024/5

Parish Matters:
Agree advertising for Parish Councillor vacancy – Following the 
elections there is one councillor vacancy which can be filed by co-option. It 
was agreed that the clerk would circulate an advert for publication in the 
Shutford News and the village newsletter.
Plants and bench at the duck pond – Parishioners have suggested that 
the pond environment could be improved with the addition of plants and 
a bench. This was agreed in principle subject to agreement from residents 
neighbouring the pond. It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay 
for the bench which would mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
Phone Box – it was agreed that the phone box would be used a 
book exchange for a trial period. Ways to keep it drier inside will be 
investigated.
Electric Charge Points – Oxfordshire County Council had surveyed Parish 
Councils on the demand for electric charging points in villages, but it was 
agreed that there is no suitable parking area in the village owned by the 
Parish Council.
Allotments – There is currently one vacancy. Cllr Paul Huewen has 
contacted the person at the top of the waiting list but not yet received a 
response back. Cllr Paul Huewen will try to contact the resident again. It 
is believed that someone who has recently moved into a house in Ivy Lane 
may be interested. Repairs to the water harvesting shed are outstanding.
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Shutford Parish Council
The Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council was held at 

Shutford Village Hall on Wednesday 11th May 2022 at 7.00pm

Present: Helen Nixseaman (Chair); Sandy Forrester; Paul Huewen; 
Ashley Taylor; Stephen Barnes. One member of the public was 
present at the meeting.
MINUTES
1.  Apologies for absence: 
1.1 Apologies received from Chris Hall; George Reynolds
2.  Minutes from last meeting: 
2.1 The minutes from the previous years meeting held on 4th May 
2021 were reviewed and approved.
3.  Report from the Chairman: 
3.1 The chairman presented the annual report covering the village 
events over the past 12 months. This is copied in Appendix 1.
4.  Open forum for members of the public. 
4.1 The member of the public thanked the Parish Council for their 
work.
There were no other specific matters raised. The meeting closed at 
7.28pm

APPENDIX 1.
Shutford Parish Council Annual Meeting  11 May 2022
Report for year ended 31 March 2022
A summary of the key actions/activities for the year include:
• The bug hotel and sign was installed on the Dairyground and the 

area around the bench has been tidied up and a few insect friendly 
plats added. Bulbs were also planted on the Dairyground in the 
Autumn.

• The Holly tree on Thistle Hill has been cut down and the footpath 
from Ivy Lane has been cleared.

• The water in the Tyte pond has been tested and found to be good.

• Shutford Goes Green continues to be on the agenda.
• We have continued to have playground inspections, and whilst 

the reports are not particularly helpful we have dealt with issues 
arising where necessary.

• A major activity was to assess the Cherwell Local Plan. This was 
discussed with villagers, issues and concerns were noted and 
were reflected in the PC response to Cherwell. We did not consider 
that the village infrastructure was sufficient to accommodate 
significant housing developments. We will continue to monitor the 
plan as it develops over the summer.

• We made a decision to increase the village precept for the current 
financial year (22/23) as it was not increased the previous year, 
running costs have increased and we need to ensure that we have 
an adequate level of reserves. Finances are in reasonable order 
and we will continue to assess as we consider next year’s budget 
and precept.

• We are in the process of planning for the Queen’s Jubilee 
celebrations. The beacon will be lit on 2 June (jointly with 
Swacliffe and Tadmarton). We have been given a grant of £400 
towards the event. We will also have a picnic on the Dairyground 
on 5 June.

• The allotments are mainly all being worked. It is hoped that the 
shed will be repaired in due course.

• Planning applications continue to be reviewed and responded to 
as and when they come in.

• The Village tidy up was held on 3 April. 
• Flytipping, pot holes, full recycling bins and dog poo bins continue 

to be reported.
• Correspondence is dealt with as it is received.
• I would like to thank the Clerk and all of the other parish 

councillors for their support. In particular, thanks to Sandy 
Forrester for her contribution to the council. Sandy has now 
stepped down so we will look for another villager to replace her.

Helen Nixseaman
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Sunday July 10th 2022 
Gates open at 0600am 

• all profits to local area charities 
• Our 4 longer routes will give you a great cylcing 

experience and a great day out in the beautiful 
Cotswolds 

• Start and end at Broughton Castle 
• Feeding stations at intervals on all routes 
• Full para-medical support, Raynet VHF radio network across region & 

sweeper vans 

**Payment - on the day entries will be strictly by debit / credit card only** 

 

 

 
Need more information or ready to register? 

www.broughtoncastlesportive.co.uk 

• Cotswold Beast – 100 miles – all new routes  
o £34 entry – advance booking rate / £40 on the day 

• Windrush Endurance – 75 miles – new distance / new route  
o £31 entry – advance booking rate / £35 on the day 

• Cotswold Classic – 50 miles – all new routes    
o £28 entry – advance booking price / £30 on the day 

• Cotswold Tour – 20 miles of local routes     
o £23 entry – advance booking price / £25 on the day 

• Family Fun ride – 5 miles local tour for families of all ages  
o £5 entry – advance booking price / £6 on the day 

THE COUNTDOWN IS ON…
There’s not long to go until our biggest fundraising event of the year. Join us on 
Saturday 16 July for the Moonlight Walk! Whether you’re walking in memory of a loved 
one or just want to support our hospice, we’d love to see you there. This year, we’re 
going back to the 80s – and it’s going to be spectacular. Get some friends together, dig 
out your shell suit and sign up now. khh.org.uk/moonlight       

CALLING ALL RUNNERS
We have a range of running events coming up later this year that are not to be missed. 
Help us to raise money for our hospice and sign up today. 
• The Big Half – Have a taster of the official London Marathon race route on 4 Sep
• Chicken Run – We’ve teamed up with Brackley Running Club for a 10k run on 18 Sep
• Oxford Half – Join us for the 13.1 mile run around Oxford’s most iconic landmarks on 

16 Oct
We’ll be there to support you every step of the way. For more details and to sign up to 
any of the above events, visit khh.org.uk/challenge 

GOING SWIMMINGLY 
We’re excited to have secured four places for the Swim Serpentine event again this 
year. The one-day open water swimming event is taking place on 17 September in the 
beautiful setting of Hyde Park. Sign up for the half-mile or one-mile swim for Katharine 
House and join around 6,000 others taking part in the event this year. Don’t miss out – 
find out more here: khh.org.uk/challenge

GARDENS GALORE
Our Open Garden events are already under way and off to a great start. We wanted to 
grow our Open Garden scheme this year, and our supporters did not let us down. We 
have some fabulous villages taking part, as well as some private tours and events with 
limited availability. You can find the full list of our Open Gardens on our website.  
khh.org.uk/gardens    

THE ROSE
Our supporter magazine has had a shiny new makeover! As well as a new name – The 
Rose – we've given it a fresher look, which we hope you'll love. Each spring and autumn 
we publish The Rose magazine to say thank you to our supporters and to keep you up 
to date with what's happening at Katharine House. You can download the latest issue 
here: khh.org.uk/rose  

FIND OUT MORE
Head to our website for more details, events and news: khh.org.uk. 
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a legacy of £2000 and other donations covered all other costs with a surplus 
of £4953 at year end. We are prudent with our expenditure and in addition 
to cash income, many donate flowers, cleaning materials, refreshments 
and their time so reducing costs. The present financial stability of our 
local churches is good enabling us to keep them open for worship and the 
buildings in good order. We plan to re-decorate our church, replace plaster 
and install safety railings by the pub. We also need to check our electrics in 
the autumn.
Reverend Neil Bowler was licenced and installed as our rector in January 
2021, and he thanked members of our benefice villages for their support 
during the many challenges he faced. He appreciated the work of the 
churchwarden and PCC in Shutford and felt St Martin's church is in 
good hands. Parish life is challenging, but we have a loyal good natured 
congregation and others who value the presence of St Martin's church in the 
village. Our worship numbers are stable, but it is rare to see families with 
children in church. Mission and outreach are a priority with the need for 
younger residents to become more involved with church life to ensure its 
future. Social outreach through lunches, teas and fund raising will help, and 
together with Messy Church, weddings and baptisms, new church members 
may be found. The church is a village asset available to everyone.     
We were pleased to welcome Violet Newton and her family to church for 
her baptism in April and Aurelia Braiddotti and her family for her baptism 
in May. We have also had three weddings: Joel Berry and Ellie Norrington 
on 7th May, Seb Ward and Flora McEwan on 28th May and Jake Blackwell 
and Sarah Morris on 4th June. We are pleased they chose our church as their 
wedding venue and wish them all good health and happiness during their 
married life. Rev Neil officiated at all five joyous family occasions. 
A Thanksgiving Service for the lives of Tim Rootes and Obby Waller was 
held on 29th April. There was a congregation of about 200 in church and the 
village hall to which the service was relayed. It could also be viewed online.
The spring flowers in the churchyard are fading, replaced by cherry blossom 
and lilac with early summer flowers coming into bloom. Everyone is 
welcome to sit for a few minutes on the church bench or spend quiet time in 
church. Our Benefice Service on 6th June, Pentecost and Jubilee Sunday, is 
in Shutford at 10.30am: all are welcome. Contact KJJ@kennyjohn.co.uk for 
church information or visit the Wykeham Benefice Website.
 
Contact KJJ@kennyjohn.co.uk for church information or visit the 
Wykeham Benefice or A Church Near You websites.

Church news

Rector - Revd Neil Bowler – 788005 
Churchwarden – Ken Jeffs – 788308
Safeguarding – John Bailey - 780478
SERVICES: See Wykeham News or Website  
Mothering Sunday was celebrated with an afternoon service at 4.30pm with 
flowers in church for mothers, however, despite personal invitations being 
delivered, attendance was disappointing. The timing of afternoon worship 
may affect attendance so this will be reviewed when drawing up future rotas.
The Lent Lunch in Shutford Village Hall raised £285 for Katharine House 
Hospice: it was well supported with people from our benefice villages 
enjoying a variety of homemade soups, bread, cheese, buns and cake. 
On Good Friday, a Messy Church Event was held with 10 children and 18 
adults taking part. As usual, there were crafts, refreshments and reference to 
the Easter Story. The next Messy Church is on 25th June in the VH at 3.00pm. 
During Holy Week there were a variety of special services across our 
benefice culminating with Holy Communion on Easter Sunday. St Martin's 
Church was beautifully decorated with spring flowers, donated and arranged 
by our flower ladies. Rev Michael Campling led worship with Jenny playing 
the organ for the hymns: chocolate eggs were given to everyone in church.          
The annual church meeting was held on 20th April (postponed from 4th): 
every member of our core congregation was invited with light refreshments 
enjoyed during the meeting. Ken Jeffs was elected to serve as churchwarden 
for another year and he remains as Treasurer as well. Clare McEwan was 
elected as Secretary and John Bailey as our Safeguarding Officer and our 
Village Hall Representative. Sue Roe-French continues her three year 
appointment on the Deanery Synod. The existing members of the PCC were 
re-elected. Although John & Julie Hodgkins have moved from the village, they 
remain members of our congregation and PCC, and were thanked for their 
work as church officers over many years and their fund raising support and 
organisation.
The Annual Report and Accounts were adopted, and copies can be read on 
the Shutford Village Website. Our regular worshippers continue to cover our 
ministry costs: rector's stipend, expenses to run the benefice and support 
costs due to the Oxford Diocese. Other income from collections, fund raising, 
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I must go seek some dew-drops here 
And hang a pearl in every cowslip’s ear. 

Farewell, … spirits: I’ll be gone; 
Our queen and all her elves come here anon.

Dear friends,
These words spoken by one of Queen Titania’s woodland fairies in 
Shakespeare’s, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, captures the beauty of a 
Summers morning, when we wake to find glistening early morning dew. 
Shakespeare’s play, set as it is in the mythical world of fairies, places 
the Queen at it’s very centre, at its beating heart, she is pivotal to what 
happens. Her impact upon the characters of the play is lifechanging, even 
when she herself is not actually present on stage. Queen Titania speaks and 
the world in which she lives changes around her.

As we celebrate Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, we might want 
to take time to reflect upon the enormous impact that she has had 
in her lifelong service both publicly and privately to our country, the 
Commonwealth and the World. 

You may already be aware that our Queen holds the special title 'Defender 
of the Faith and Supreme Governor of the Church of England'.  Now the 
Queen’s Christian faith is known by many of us and she has referred to 
her Christian beliefs in each of her Christmas day messages. But her close 
relationship with the Church of England goes back to the very beginning 
of her reign, symbolised at the Coronation when she was anointed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and took an oath to "maintain and preserve 
inviolably the settlement of the Church of England, and the doctrine, 
worship, discipline, and government thereof, as by law established in 
England".

So however we might be giving thanks and celebrating the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, individually and together in our villages, let us give 
thanks to God for her and all that she has done and continues to do as 
Queen and as the Defender of the faith and Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England.

Love & prayers

Revd Neil Wykeham Benefice, Tel: 788005

The Shutford News & Comms Team
• Editor:  Angela Bliss
• Editorial Team:  Margaret Holloway
• Village Comms:  John Bailey
• Village Website:  Hillary Pillin
• Advertising & Accounts: Angela Bliss
• Distribution:  Jennie Carwithen,  

Fiona & Nick Simon-Norris
• Printing:  www.printed.com

Contact us by email: shutfordvillagenews@gmail.com

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
Why not become a Councillor on Shutford Parish Council? You will serve 
for a term of four years to represent the interests of the local community 
as a whole and promote a harmonious local environment. The Parish 
Council meets every other month at 7.30 pm on the second Wednesday 
of the month and meetings normally last 1-2 hours so it is not onerous. 
There are currently six councillors and there is one vacancy.
Parish councils make all kinds of decisions on issues that affect the local 
community. Probably the most common topics that parish councils get 
involved with are planning matters, crime prevention, managing open 
spaces and campaigning for and delivering better services and facilities.
The Parish Council hopes to fill this vacancy before the next meeting on 
13th July.

If you would like to serve your local community in this way, 
please contact the parish clerk, David Best on 07787 496774 

or clerk.shutfordpc@gmail.com

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE:  
Thursday 14th July 2022.

The next planning meeting will take place on Monday 11th July 2022.  
Please note dates are correct at the time of going to print.
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Karen Wilson
Helping you find your path 

07786 927 526

Person Centred 
Counselling
Specialising in:
• Grief, loss & bereavement
• Relationships
• Depression
• Low self worth & confidence
pathwaycounselling32@gmail.com
banburytherapycentre.com

Shutford News Advertising Rates

• Full page £15.00 per edition
• Half page £10.00 per edition
• Quarter page £5.00 per edition

 
Includes advert / link on village website: 

www.shutfordvillage.com 

Contact: shutfordvillagenews@gmail.com

Advertise your 
business here for 

only £5
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Pebsham Cottage, Aynho Road, Adderbury
Oxfordshire, OX17 3NL

T: 01295 811026
E: pete@noahsarkpainting.co.uk
W: noahsarkpainting.co.uk

Painting
Company

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATIONSIMPLY BEAUTIFUL DECORATION

All forms of interior and exterior painting
and decorating, specialising in murals.

Your Local Solicitors
House Sales & Purchases

Wills, Probate & Lasting Powers of Attorney
Trusts & Inheritance Tax Planning

Commercial Property

www.aplins.co.uk

Tel: 01295 251234

36 West Bar, Banbury OX16 9RU
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BESPOKE DESIGN SERVICE FOR 
CUSTOM MADE FURNISHINGS

01295 788145   
ann@annwoolgrove.com | ann@yarnhill.co.uk

www.annwoolgrove.com

Pattern book room for you 
to browse Fabric designs

Curtains, Blinds & Cushions
Loose covers & Lamsphade making

Headboards & bedspreads
Curtain poles & tracks

New Sofas & chairs & reupholstery

 Red Horse Vale are a long established and 
family run distributor of Fuels for heating and 
vehicles, as well as Building, Farm and Garden 

Supplies.  
 

Solid Fuels • Logs and Kindling Wood 
Gas in Cylinders • Central Heating Oil  

Farm Oils • Sand and Ballast  
Postcrete • Cement • Slabs  

Fencing Materials • Garden Supplies  
Top Soil • Composts • Flower Pots  

Wood Chippings • Animal Feeds 
 

Call us for a free quotation! 
 OPEN HOURS 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 
8am to 5pm  

www.redhorsevale.co.uk 
01926 642 832 

Windmill Farm, Banbury Road (A422), Oxhill, 
Warwickshire, CV35 0RP 

Ratley Lodge           Tel:  01295 670501 
Ratley                www.avonvaleequine.co.uk 
Banbury       
Oxfordshire   OX15 6DT 

Founded in 1968, Avonvale Equine Practice has been providing high quality, professional and     
compassionate care to all equines within our practice area - 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  Our 
highly experienced team offer the latest in diagnostics and treatment options, with a full range of 
mobile and clinic based equipment enabling us to cater for  all your needs. 

• 24 hour emergency call out 
• Free Zone Visit Scheme 
• Dentistry and Vaccination 
• Full Surgical Facilities (including  
     Colic Surgery) 
• Lameness Work-ups 
• Medical Investigation 

• Portable Videoscopes, X-ray,  
    Ultrasound and Shockwave 
• Full Stud and AI Services 
• Pre-purchase Examinations  
• JMB Height Measurement 
• Worm Egg Counts 
• Laboratory Facilities  
 

The Oil and Water Tank Specialist
• Save money - install a Water Tank!

• Free Tank Surveys
• Domestic & Commercial Tank Replacements
• Tank Servicing & Tank Disposals
• AGA & Rayburn Servicing
• GAUGES - supplied and fitted
• Hire Tanks  
• Commercial Jobs Undertaken
• OFTEC Registered

• Tel: 07799 643455
• james@countyoiltanksolutions.com •
• www.countyoiltanksolutions.com    

24 Hr Emergency
Call Out

for Failed or Leaking Oil Tanks
and Pipework

�
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Nationwide Sun & Rain Awnings
All Nationwide sun & rain awnings are 

tailormade from a vast range of  
hard wearing and colourful Markilux fabrics.

Contact Barry Packman, Sales Designer
Local: Shutford OX15 6PG

Tel: 07836 507664

Sun - Rain Pergola Sun Canopies

Terrace Awnings
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Or visit us at Sugarswell Business Park,
Shenington, Oxon, OX15 6HW 
Open 10am - 2.30pm, Monday to Friday*
* To arrange visits outside these times call 
01295 688286 or email sales@madmolly.co.uk

You can also find us online at: madmolly.co.uk or facebook.com/lovelythings4lovelypeople

Our lovely New Shop is now open at 
6, Market Place, Shipston-on-Stour, 
Warwickshire CV36 4AG
Open 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday - Saturday



Phone: 01295 780320 
Email: info@thegeorgeanddragon.com 
www.thegeorgeanddragon.com 

Lovely welcome from Shutford.   
Your local will remain a conversation pub with 
plans for serving game and outstanding Sunday 

roasts. 
The pub game Aunt Sally will be re-introduced 

therefore we will be looking for players. 
 For the moment opening is at 12 every day and a 

motorcycle quiz on Sat 18th June for Banbury Run 
people and motorcyclists while the Festival runs, 

with a great terrace to watch the pre 1931 
motorcycles drive through Shutford on the 19th. 

Open every day from 12 
 


