Shutford Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 10th May 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs: Helen Nixseaman (Chair), Ashley Taylor, George Reynolds, Chris Hall, Stephen Barnes, Paul Huewen and David Best, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. Three members of the public attended the meeting.
	23/019
	Apologies for Absence: Cllr Lynne Parsons

	23/020
23/020/1

23/020/2
	Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Cllr Helen Hixseaman was elected Chairman (proposed Cllr Reynolds, seconded Cllr Huewen)
Cllr Stephen Barnes was elected Vice Chair (proposed Cllr Reynolds, seconded Cllr Taylor)


	23/021

	Declarations of Interest: None

	23/022
	Minutes of the last meeting: It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th March 2023 were a correct record (unanimous) and signed by the Chairman.


	22/023
	Matters arising from the minutes:
Tree in allotments at Lower End – It was agreed that Kai O’Hanlon would be asked to give an opinion on whether it is safe.


	23/024
23/024/1
23/024/2

23/024/3

23/024/4
23/024/5
13/024/6
23/024/7

23/024/8

23/024/9

	Parish Matters:
Internal Audit – This had been completed and a report with recommendations circulated. It was agreed that the recommendations would be implemented.
Annual Return, Certificate of Exemption from External Audit – This was agreed.
Annual Return, Annual Governance Statement – This was agreed.

Annual Return, Accounting Statements – This was agreed.

Neighbourhood Watch – A resident had offered to co-ordinate this if there was a demand for it to be reinstated and volunteers could be found. It was agreed that this would be a good idea and might help to deter casual theft.
Footpath Warden – Mike Carwithen has taken over from Debbie Pitt and has reported the difficulty of using the path from Ivy Lane up to the allotments which is steep and slippery. It was agreed that the clerk would contact the OCC Footpaths Officer, Tracy Sutton, about this.
Telephone Box – This is already being used as a book exchange. The refurbishment will be completed as quickly as possible.
Seat and replacement post at the Tyte Pond – The location of the seat was agreed and this will be fixed more permanently and the missing post replaced.
Support for PC organised events –Cllr Helen Nixseaman requested that all Councillors to support these whenever possible.


	23/025
23/025/1

23/025/2
	Finance:
Accounts – The year end accounts had been circulated prior to the meeting. Reserves were £14.736 at the beginning of the year and £14,336 at 31/03/2023.
Bank Balances – The bank balances on 3rd May were £17,487.


	23/026
23/026/1
23/026/2
	Correspondence:
Complaint about trees being cut down along the footpath from Ivy Lane to Allotments – A resident had written complaining that trees had been cut down and the work carried out in the bird nesting season. Managing this area had been discussed with OCC the footpaths officer. The resident who cut the trees had advised that they were diseased. Responses will be sent to the residents involved.
Minutes of previous meetings – a request had been received for previous minutes. Residents are reminded that these are available from the village website.


	23/027
23/027/1


	Planning

23/00606/F – Scuffers Brook – The official notification had not been received but there are no objections to this application.


	23/028
23/028/1

23/028/2
23/028/3
23/028/4
	Any Other Business:
George and Dragon – It was agreed that the Parish Council would speak to the owner about applying for the pub to become a Community Asset.
Works to improve the internet – Recent excavations to install cables had resulted in rainwater not getting to the drains so this will be reported to OCC.
Potholes – It was agreed that everyone should take responsibility for reporting these via Fixmysteet.
Dead tree on the land behind Weavers Cottages – It was agreed that this should be cut down.



The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 12th July 2023 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.28pm
Signed by Chairman…………………………………                        Date………………………………


